
 
 

   
 

 

  
France supports the decision to postpone World Expo Dubai to 

next year.  
France Pavilion reinvents itself tackling today’s challenges and is 

looking forward to welcoming visitors in 2021. 
 

May 5th, 2020 – Through its Commissioner General for the World Expo 2020 Dubai, 

France supports the decision to postpone the event by one year, from October 1st, 2021 

to March 31st, 2022.  This postponement has been officially announced by Expo 2020 

Dubai and is set to be approved by the Bureau International des Expositions’ (BIE) on 

May 29th.  

The France Pavilion, with the support of Compagnie Française des Expositions 

(COFREX), the body in charge of organizing France’s participation in international and 

world exhibitions, and its partners, invite visitors to share their renewed ambition in 

October 2021. The one-year postponement will give France the opportunity to reinvent 

its Pavilion to better suit today’s global challenge of innovative eco-friendly and user-

oriented mobility solutions. 

  
France, through its Commissioner General for World Expo 2020 Dubai, has voiced its support of the 

decision made by more than two-thirds of BIE’s Member States and the organizers of Expo 2020 Dubai; 

a reasonable and responsible step during these uncertain times. The decision to postpone the event, 

supported by France and by more than two-third of BIE’s Member States, aims to ensure that the millions 

of visitors expected at Expo can enjoy the event in the best of conditions.   

 

The goal of a World Expo is to raise awareness and work towards solving the greatest challenges 

we face today. Expo 2020 Dubai’s theme of “Connecting Minds, Creating the Future” is now more 

important than ever. All nations will come together for six months to brainstorm, pitch and implement 

concrete solutions to serve humankind. Given the current health crisis, this theme is no longer a 

suggestion, but a priority.  

 

France will echo this need, using the France Pavilion to convey how French innovation can play a part 

in reaching that goal. This international event will give France a platform to showcase its actions and 

innovations featuring new eco-friendly and user-oriented mobility solutions.  

 

“I recognize this responsible decision, which is the most suitable given the current international health 

crisis and demonstrates a collective will to keep everyone safe and healthy. Through COFREX’s actions 

and with the support from our sponsors, France’s participation will be even more impactful. This extra 

year will give us the opportunity to further focus on the program and experience we want to create for 

our visitors on the France Pavilion. It is also our responsibility to contribute to and support post-crisis 

efforts to reboot the French economy,” said Erik Linquier, Commissioner General for the France 

Pavilion at World Expo 2020 Dubai and Chairman of COFREX. 

 

The France Pavilion’s sponsors positively welcomed the decision to postpone the event in order to focus 

on the health and safety of the international community. They confirmed their support through 



 
 

   
 

maintaining their participation in the France Pavilion, and COFREX would like to thank them for their 

trust, cooperation and efforts. COFREX is delighted to keep working with its sponsors to make France’s 

participation in the World Expo a unique experience for its visitors. The success of France's participation 

in the World Expo 2020 Dubai will also and above all be measured by the success of the companies 

involved, economic stakeholders and local French authorities, which will showcase their actions in 

contributing to the economic rebound we are all working towards.  

 

Furthermore, France Pavilion continues to be built under the Emirate authorities’ health and safety rules. 

The construction team working on the France Pavilion is closely monitored every day by the medical 

staff of the building company BESIX to ensure their health.  

 
Learn more at:   
www.francedubai2020.com/en    

@francedubai2020          
  
Media relations:  
palak.mehta@havasprme.com  
 
  
About COFREX  
   
Created in January 2018, COFREX (Compagnie Française des Expositions) is a publicly-funded SAS 
(simplified joint-stock) company. It is the first time an organization has been established to provide 
expertise for France’s participation in international public events. Its aim is to prepare, organize and 
promote France when it takes part in international and world exhibitions.   
COFREX was created as part of a long-term project that would draw on the lessons learned from 
previous World Expos to ensure that France’s future participation in international exhibitions and 
World Expos is organized optimally and provides the best value. It is designed to take the form of a 
partnership between public and private players promoting the image and attractiveness of France.  
Learn more at: www.cofrex.fr  

https://www.francedubai2020.com/en
mailto:Francedubai2020@havas.com
http://www.cofrex.fr/
https://www.facebook.com/francedubai2020/
https://www.instagram.com/francedubai2020/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/expo-2020-dubai-france/?originalSubdomain=en
https://twitter.com/francedubai2020

